
Review of Atlantic Salmon Abundance 
Indicators in SFA 15 and 16 

Restigouche - Angling catches and effort 
Restigouche - End of season spawner counts 
Miramichi - DFO index trapnets 
Miramichi - Provincial headwater protection barriers 
Miramichi - Estimates of large and small salmon returns 
Southeast New Brunswick (SFA 16B) - juvenile salmon surveys 



Returns and spawners  

Update 

Restigouche 2017 



Figure 1. Returns (grey circle are for 40% catch rate and vertical error bars show range based on catch rates of 
30% to 50%) and spawners (solid line for 40% catch rate assumption) based on angling catches of large 
salmon (upper) and small salmon (lower) to Restigouche River (NB portion), 1970 to 2016. The data for 2016 
are preliminary. The trend shown as dashed red line and the corresponding percent change over the twelve 
year time period are shown in each panel. 



Figure 2. Summary of end of season salmon counts by size group from four tributaries and the 
main stem of the Restigouche River for 1999 to 2017. The solid horizontal line in the large salmon 
panels is the area specific Limite Reference Point (LRP) of 40.11 million eggs expressed as large 
salmon (LRP=1.52 eggs/m2). Spawner counts could not be completed (missing and patterned 
columns) in all years depending on water conditions. 



Miramichi- Indices of abundance 

DFO Index trapnets 
 

Millerton on the Southwest Miramichi 

   operated annually since 1994 

 

Cassilis on the Northwest Miramichi 

   operated since 1998 

 

Multi-species information 



DFO Index Trapnets Miramichi 

Large Small

2017 count 536 903

2017 relative to 2016 -25% -6%

2017 relative to time series average-26% -45%

SW Millerton

Large Small

2017 count 572 810

2017 relative to 2016 10% 69%

2017 relative to time series average67% -8%

NW Cassilis

June 4 ς October 27, 2017 May 23 ς October 27, 2017 



Provincial Headwater Protection Barriers 

May 30 ς October 19, 2017 June 2 ς October 19, 2017 


